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Education socialises individuals, allocates roles, 
transmits culture and reinforces inequalities

Class, gender and ethnicity 
shape attainment through 

structural, cultural and 
school factors

Family forms diversify through demographic shifts, 
cultural change and evolving household 

expectations

Researchers face access, consent, validity, 
power and ethical issues studying schools

Policies influence 
structures, 

competition, funding 
and equality efforts 

within education 
systems

Theories examine family 
roles in stability, capitalism, 

patriarchy and personal 
relationships

Shifts in marriage, divorce, 
gender roles and childhood reflect 

wider social changes

Fertility, mortality, migration and 
ageing alter population structures 

and policy needs

Religion explained through cohesion, 
inequality, patriarchy and 

meaningful individual social action

Religion can preserve tradition or 
inspire social transformation through 

global processes

Religious groups vary by size, 
authority, commitment and 

organisational ideology significantly

Belief becomes individualised, 
consumer-driven and fragmented within 

contemporary postmodern societies

Crime shaped by 
structure, inequality, 

culture, choices, 
labelling and 

community influences

Offending patterns differ by class, 
gender, ethnicity and age inequalities

Crime reduction uses surveillance, 
punishment, deterrence and 
community or environmental 

strategies

Globalisation increases cyber, 
environmental, transnational and state 

crimes across societies

Theories debate 
scientific status, 

objectivity, structure, 
agency and modern 

societal change

Research methods gather 
data through experiments, 

surveys, interviews, 
observations and 

documentary sources

Debates question value freedom, 
objectivity, bias and sociology’s 

scientific legitimacy today
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