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The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Sixth-form provision Good

Previous inspection grade Requires improvement

The executive headteacher of this school is Jen Veal. This school is part of the
Westcountry Schools Trust, which means that other people in the trust also have
responsibility for running the school. The trust is run by the chief executive officer, Rob
Haring, and overseen by a board of trustees, chaired by Iain Grafton.
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What is it like to attend this school?

South Dartmoor Community College is ambitious that all pupils are well prepared for their
future studies. The school, with the support of the trust, has raised examination outcomes
for pupils and sixth-form students. The school understands the importance of continuing
to support disadvantaged pupils to achieve as well as their peers.

The school has high expectations for pupils’ conduct. There are clear consequences and
support if a pupil’s behaviour does not meet these. Pupils appreciate this clarity and
fairness. Pupils and staff have positive and respectful relationships which mean that pupils
feel safe. As a result, the school is calm and pupils can focus on learning.

The school encourages pupils to widen their experiences and develop their interests. For
example, school productions bring the school community together to display creative
talents. The new ‘Reach’ programme for pupils in Years 7 to 9 includes a rich selection of
activities such as art, mindfulness and animal husbandry. Sport and outdoor activities are
particularly popular with pupils of all ages. The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and Ten Tors
provide physical challenges and develop leadership skills. Pupils enjoyed their involvement
in designing the new school uniform with leaders.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

There has been an extensive review of the curriculum to ensure that it remains broad for
all pupils. The school has worked with trust leaders to develop the Westcountry Schools
Trust curriculum. All year groups are now following this curriculum, which is preparing
them well for the next stage of their studies. The school provides opportunities for pupils
to study the GCSE qualifications that form the English Baccalaureate. Currently, the
number of pupils completing this is low, but leaders are considering how to raise this
further.

In most subjects, leaders have set out the important knowledge that pupils will learn.
Formal assessments check pupils’ recall and provide the feedback they need to improve
their work. However, between these formal assessments, there is sometimes insufficient
checking of pupils’ knowledge and understanding. Without this, teachers do not have the
information they need to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of all pupils. For
example, if a gap in a pupil’s knowledge is not identified and resolved it can hinder their
ability to learn future topics. Equally, pupils who have already grasped concepts may not
move to more complex ideas swiftly enough.

Reading is important at this school. Those who need support with reading receive this.
This builds their confidence and fluency. The school reading curriculum includes a wide
range of books to promote an enjoyment of reading. Each text has been deliberately
chosen to interest pupils or develop their understanding of the modern world. Dedicated
vocabulary work each Friday helps pupils in Years 7 to 9 widen their own vocabulary in
their written work.

Adults in school quickly identify the individual needs of pupils. These are clearly
communicated with all staff so that they can make the adaptations for pupils. The
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specially resourced provision for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(specially resourced provision), ‘The CAIRB', provides a bespoke package of support for
some pupils. Pupils learn the curriculum and engage in the life of the school alongside
their peers.

Attendance is a school and trust priority. The school and sixth form actively promote the
importance of regular attendance. It seeks to work with pupils and their families to
provide the individual support needed for pupils to attend school. As a result, the school is
beginning to see improvements in attendance and a reduction in persistent absence.

The school’s personal development curriculum prepares pupils and students in the sixth
form for adult life. For example, pupils learn about healthy relationships and how to look
after their mental and physical health. Pupils experience the world of work through
assemblies and careers fairs. Impartial careers advice guides pupils’ next steps. Leaders
regularly review the curriculum to ensure that it addresses topics relevant to the lives of
their pupils. For example, the school’s recent work to highlight the unacceptable nature of
misogynistic language. Pupils are proud that their school is inclusive and know that
bullying is not tolerated.

Leaders have taken great care to consider the workload and well-being of staff when
implementing changes and improvements. They have invested in ongoing professional
development for staff so that they have the skills they need to deliver the new curriculum.
The school warmly welcomes teachers early in their career into the profession. Those
responsible for governance at the school and trust are continuing to develop systems to
check that all areas of school life are working as well as they intend.

Staff share leaders’ vision to provide a high-quality education to all pupils. Parents have
great confidence in the school and overwhelmingly recommend it to others. They

recognise the improvements and appreciate how the community is encouraged to be
involved in school life.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Teachers’ use of assessment is occasionally not precise enough. In some cases,
learning is moved on before pupils have grasped the foundational knowledge that they
need. In other cases, pupils are not introduced to new content quickly enough. The
trust should ensure that assessment supports teachers to accurately evaluate pupils’

current understanding of the curriculum to inform their future planning.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
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find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.
Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need of help and
protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a social worker; and
pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the school’s pupil premium
funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years,
looked after children (children in local authority care) and/or children who left care
through adoption or another formal route).
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29 and 30 March 2022, under section 5 of
the Education Act 2005.

B The school is part of the Westcountry Schools Trust.

B The school meets the requirements of the provider access legislation, which requires
schools to provide pupils in Years 8 to 13 with information and engagement about
approved technical education qualifications and apprenticeships.

B The school uses two registered and three unregistered alternative provisions.

B The school has a specially resource provision for pupils with communication and
interaction needs. Currently, there are 12 places within this provision.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education Act
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2005. During a graded inspection, we grade the school for each of our key judgements
(quality of education; behaviour and attitudes; personal development; and leadership and
management) and for any relevant provision judgement (early years and/or sixth form
provision). Schools receiving a graded inspection from September 2024, will not be given
an overall effectiveness grade.

Inspections are a point-in-time evaluation about the quality of a school’s education
provision.

Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the school and have
taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

Inspectors held discussions with school leaders at all levels. Inspectors also spoke with
teaching staff, support staff, trust executive leaders, the chair of the hub advisory
board and the chair of trustees.

Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: English, science, art, history and
religious studies. For each deep dive, inspectors held discussions about the curriculum,
visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some pupils about their
learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work.

Inspectors met with leaders responsible for pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities and considered the support provided to meet the needs of these
pupils. They visited the specially resourced provision.

Inspectors viewed a range of school documentation, including the minutes of the
governance meetings, the school’s self-evaluation documents and improvement plans.

To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors reviewed the single
central record; took account of the view of leaders, staff and pupils; and considered
the extent to which the school has created an open and positive culture around
safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

Inspectors considered responses to the online survey, Ofsted Parent View, as well as
responses to the staff survey and pupil survey. Inspectors also met with groups of
pupils, including representatives from the school council and sixth-form students.

Inspection team

Sara Berry, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector

Richard Barnes Ofsted Inspector

Sarah Forster Ofsted Inspector

Mike Foley Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU,
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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