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The Curriculum at South Dartmoor Community College 

Aim: We aim to educate all students, introducing them to the best that has been thought, written and created.  We expect students to develop an increasing control over their lives underpinned by a search for truth, respect for self and others, an understanding of social justice and a commitment to being the best they can be. We prepare them for the world of work and adult responsibility, and help them to develop resilience to face life’s challenges. We encourage students to care for and treat other humans with courtesy, dignity and respect and support them to stay mentally, physically and spiritually healthy. We provide opportunities to be creative and to value the arts as key to being culturally educated.   We give value to being healthy and fit and participating in individual and team sports. We enable students to develop intellectual curiosity and provide a secure grounding in the practical skills the modern world requires. 
We have an academic curriculum which complements our holistic entitlement programme. This is a broad and balanced curriculum set up for deep learning and the pursuit of powerful knowledge. Good progress is centred on learning more and remembering more, achieved through delivering high quality Curriculum enactment every day. 
Who we are: We value well-being, in terms of both happiness and health, building trusting relationships and working hard, together. For students in particular, the environment is also really important. We endeavour to build these considerations into everything we do. Further to this we have a vision, mission and several shared, common values, which shape and influence every aspect of our curriculum. 
Our vision: Every child fulfils their potential.	Comment by Gallagher, Emma: Jen is this still our vision? 
Our mission: Empowering everyone to be the best that they can be. 
1. Truth – We will pursue truth open-mindedly, seeking to help students to enquire, question and challenge, helping them to be well-rounded, resilient, confident, independent learners with a love for learning. 
2. Respect – We will create a safe community that has at its core an understanding of deep respect for self, for others and for the environment; strong relationships are key. 
3. Equality – We will provide high quality teaching and learning, delivering a broad, knowledge rich curriculum, where high aspirations are the norm and success is celebrated, to all students regardless of their background, ethnicity, religion, gender or educational need.
4. Excellence – We will provide students with opportunities in which to excel, to empower them to make free choices as a foundation for their best possible future; with outcomes in line with, or better than, their peers nationally
[image: ]Our values: 
Truth
Respect 
Equality
Excellence
Key Principles of our Curriculum Design: 
· Everything we do and provide is of the highest quality and worth
· There is opportunity for each student to achieve and succeed
· Every outcome has a worth and is valued
· Life chances are maximised as we strive to open doors for students’ futures
· Relentless pursuit of an ambitious curriculum underpinned by four key moral arguments 
· Cognitive 
If we can give pupils an education that is rich with well-chosen knowledge, we can help them to become better thinkers, problem solvers, and future learners with all the benefits these attributes bring.
· Socioeconomic
Pupils who have studied a strong curriculum will be better equipped to gain excellent qualifications, pursue careers that demand such qualifications, and access the socioeconomic rewards of these careers.  
· Democratic
Pupils who have studied a powerful curriculum will be better equipped to read and understand news and commentary, to question and challenge ideas, and to participate in a healthy democracy. Democracy depends on the populace being well-educated to keep a check on threats such as fake news, propaganda and extremism.
· Intellectual 
It should be the social entitlement of every child, from every household and every background to learn about the best of what has been thought and said and to have such knowledge passed on so that the fires are burning brightly for them when it is their turn.
 
Key Drivers:
1. Literacy
2. Raising Student Aspiration (fostering ambition and promoting independent learners)
3. Cultural Capital

Key Driver 1: Literacy - For many students at South Dartmoor and the Atrium, literacy is the biggest barrier to learning and therefore to progress. This is true not only of the students entitled to Pupil Premium and SEND students but especially so. Literacy levels in general are low on entry to South Dartmoor, with a larger than average number of students beginning their learning with us below national expectations.
Our current Year 7 data highlights on entry (22) 15.2% of students have a Standard Age Reading Score which is considered ‘low’ or ‘very low’ (89 or below), although overall the Year 8 cohort have scores just above average (104.52). 
Our current Year 8 data highlights that (34) 22% of students have a Standard Age Reading Score which is considered ‘low’ or ‘very low’ (below 89), although overall the Year 8 cohort have scores just above average (103.2). The gaps in student literacy are wider for those students in receipt of Pupil Premium (-5.1) and with SEND (-19.1). 
Our current Year 9 data highlights that 16% of students remain below average. However the proportion of students who are above average SAS has increased by 12%. The gaps for SEND and disadvantaged students have also closed by a SAS of 6 and 3.  
Improving student literacy and increasing their vocabulary is crucial to their success. Students access the knowledge required to enable them to be successful through the academic curriculum. They need to be able to access this curriculum fully, as it is fundamental to their progress and education. This can only be achieved through age expected (and above) levels of literacy. This is something we seek to address as a priority. 
We do this predominantly through:
1. Read to learn, Learn to read 
Four mornings a week, in tutor time, students read together in a blended approach, in order to develop literacy skills. This supports both our literacy work and raises students’ cultural capital. All staff have been trained in Scarborough’s reading rope and in strategies for teaching reading explicitly to enable all learners to have equality of provision and access to the curriculum. Furthermore, through Trust wide principles for learning, teachers are trained in and have developed a common framework for learning. Tier 1, 2 and 3 vocabulary is made explicit in lessons and students are encouraged to use this and understand why and how it is beneficial. A consistent approach to oracy, which includes sentence starters and key terminology is a natural feature of lessons. Etymology is used by staff to develop students’ understanding of subject specific language. 
2. Intervention 
High quality teaching in the classroom is at the heart of supporting all our young people to make outstanding progress across the curriculum. Teachers are fully supported to understand and meet the needs of all our young people. 
Some students, however, will require some additional intervention to meet their needs. Targeted programmes focus on reading, spelling and numeracy. In addition to this, students will receive intervention in social skills, IT skills, friendships, future careers and revision support.
Students will be highlighted for intervention support by formative assessment data, primary transition information and teacher feedback. Please see Literacy strategy document (available on the website) for more information.
3. Reading Fluency programme?
This is a programme we introduced three years ago, as part of a pilot intervention project with Babcock, which is now embedded as part of our reading curriculum. It has the following aims: 
· To develop and improve fluency, accuracy and prosody in reading
· To develop and improve comprehension in the reading of texts
· To increase enjoyment and improve self-confidence in reading and comprehension

Students are taught in small groups of 6-8, for twenty minutes, twice a week, with at least one day in between sessions to allow for processing time and practice of the texts being studied.  

‘...the limits of my language are the limits of my world.’ Ludwig Wittgenstein

Key Driver 2: Raising Student Aspiration – Fostering ambition and strongly promoting independent learning behaviours creates ‘professional learners’. It is important to us that we nurture a life-long love of learning in our students. We want students to have a thirst for knowledge acquisition which will stay with them for the rest of their lives. We want to help them to keep doors open so their future choices are maximised. We want to create independent learners; curious learners, independent thinkers, truth-seeking and open-minded in their learning. 
We promote this through exposing leaders and in turn all staff to the most up to date academic and subject specific curriculum thinking and research, facilitating healthy, progressive, challenging discussion and in turn influencing the continual development of our curricula. Work by Ashby, Young and Myatt forming the basis of current thinking and curriculum influence. 

1. Curriculum and its enactment 
Learning sequences are shared with students in advance so that they can explore and develop their understanding of concepts prior to the lessons. Reading lists are used to develop students’ understanding of key concepts and to allow them to explore the hinterland (the knowledge that surrounds the content) of the curriculum. Independent learning is promoted and all learning for all learners is appropriately challenging, enabling the best outcomes possible. 
2. Academic rigour 
We have an appropriate curriculum offer with built-in Independent Advice and Guidance. It supports our drive to create independent learners with positive behaviour for learning strategies embedded. Positive learning habits are reinforced, acknowledged and celebrated. Assemblies promote the importance of striving to be the best we can be, and celebrating effort and hard work, as well as resilience and resourcefulness. All Programmes of Study are bespoke, intentioned and planned, with progression clearly identifiable throughout. Within them are opportunities for challenge and stretch.  
We run a careers programme, ensuring we give appropriate and useful Independent Advice and Guidance and that we especially challenge our High Prior Attaining students to aim high. We have numerous links to research establishments and run trips to Russell Group Universities and Oxbridge. We have an Alumni programme, the aims of which are to showcase our talented students and what they have achieved since leaving SDCC. The school provides opportunities for our alumni to return and inspire our students.

3. Aspirational learning programme – including the Super-curriculum
We have a ‘super’ curriculum which sits over the top of our academic curriculum. This seeks to promote a love of learning by encouraging students to seek additional knowledge. Driven by student curiosity, all students regardless of ability can access the super curriculum, which is on-line under every subject and linked to lessons. The Aspirational Learning Programme is further enhanced by trips to universities, including Russell Group universities and Oxbridge. A comprehensive Work Experience programme is in place to give all learners opportunities to experience the world of work. Placements are sought for students such that they are aspirational and motivational. 

‘Knowledge is power’ John Henry

Key Driver 3: Cultural Capital (which also includes enrichment and equality overtly addressed) – We are committed to ensuring our students have the very richest of experiences with us during their time at school. Not all students have equal access to the wealth and breadth of opportunities which others may have and so we strive to compensate for that disadvantage in order to best prepare them for the world beyond South Dartmoor. The opportunities we provide seek to enrich and deepen student knowledge, to enhance student progress. Through our drive to address cultural capital, we also focus on equality; ensuring that there are no barriers to success and that everyone is treated equally regardless of ability, gender, sexual orientation, deprivation, race, religion etc. The schools’ values, Truth, Respect, Equality and Excellence are fundamental to all we believe and do, and promote empathy, tolerance and kindness to all. We are fully inclusive, which is very important to us. We celebrate diversity and individuality as well as identity and self. 
We recognise that there are key areas of development that are interrelated and contribute to a student’s cultural capital. These are personal, social, physical, emotional and moral development.
We do this through: 

1. The Super-curriculum
This is a curiosity driven resource made available to students each month. It aims to expose students to the best that has been written, created, thought and is considered by staff to be key pieces of work that students should be signposted to and be interested in. Work is selected each month and added to an interactive document that is then emailed to students and parents and put on line. All students of any age and ability can access this. Through interaction with the email, students can learn more about a piece of music and its composer or the performers, a poet and other of his/her works, a theory and the theorist, an artist etc.
The super-curriculum compliments the on-line library which is also signposted to students and staff select subject relevant reading material for students, which is recommended to increase and enhance cultural capital and knowledge and skills.
2. A comprehensive Cultural Capital programme delivered through all curriculum subjects and especially PHSE and Religious Studies (RS) 
This is delivered to all year groups through all subjects. During PHSE lessons, students study Personal, Social and Health Education (such as staying safe online, sex and relationships education, healthy relationships, careers advice, staying healthy). Students also have the opportunity to attend inspiring, thought provoking and informative assemblies led by experienced staff and outside speakers. 
Students also study the development of life skills such as organisation, leadership and developing resilience. The PSHE curriculum is systematically mapped across all subjects to ensure a comprehensive assimilated approach to its delivery. A variety of subject discipline lenses are used to integrate the PSHE topics in to the fabric of student learning. Where there are more discrete topics these are identified, planned for and taught through Impact days. 
3. An enrichment programme of activities - REACH
R.E.A.C.H. (Realising Educational Aspirations through expanding Cultural Horizons) is a new curriculum enrichment initiative for all students in Years 7 – 9. Whilst we recognise and maintain the importance of our taught curriculum and work hard to balance the creative with the academic, we also acknowledge that new experiences, fostering interests, learning to self-regulate and overcome challenges also plays an important role in the development of young people whilst nurturing their sense of self and supporting their well-being. The R.E.A.C.H. programme will enable all KS3 students to dive deeper into their interests and broaden their horizons by trying new experiences and expanding their skillset. The activities on offer are integrated into the school timetable and curriculum with sessions taking place every Wednesday afternoon. 
In addition to R.E.A.C.H. there is an extensive offer of extra-curricular activities, trips and wider horizons work. Activities are monitored for attendance to ensure that all students are able to participate and that there are no barriers to this. Where there are, we work to ensure these are removed. The activities are comprehensive and inclusive and cover academic, aspirational and inspirational opportunities, such as visits to museums, art galleries and universities, as well as sporting opportunities, such as fixtures and competitions locally, nationally and even internationally. We also have a work experience week in the summer term, where Year 10 and Year 12 are encouraged to experience future careers more forensically in preparation for Apprenticeship and University applications. There are opportunities for students to develop leadership qualities by supporting some of the enrichment week activities.

Other activities we regularly offer students include Ten Tors, DofE, national competitions, Exeter Maths School events, Careers Days, Big Bang Science Fayre, trips abroad including the Ski Trip, French Exchange and sporting trip to Sweden. The Performing Arts departments celebrate talent in our annual production and we regularly exhibit in local art shows.
If you are not willing to learn, 
no-one can help you.
If you are determined to learn,
no-one can stop you...




 


The Academic Curriculum 

South Dartmoor Community College have a broad and balanced academic curriculum set up for deep learning. Progress is centred on knowing more and remembering more, achieved through effective student engagement.
 
The academic curriculum caters for the seven areas of human experience; Scientific, Mathematical, Technological, Creative, Physical, Humanistic and Linguistic. It is set up so every child can achieve their potential.
 
Key Stage 3: In Years 7, 8 and 9 students study a broad range of subjects including English, maths, science, history, geography, religious studies, French, Spanish, art, music, drama, technology (food, product design), personal, social and health education, dance and physical education. 
 
Key Stage 4: The GCSE options (Y10 and Y11) have the same principles, with a focus on knowledge and transferrable skills. Students choose 4 option subjects following extensive Independent Advice and Guidance. We are committed to the EBACC (the ‘English baccalaureate’, which is a particular combination of subjects which includes English language and literature, maths, the sciences, geography or history and a language), and to the Arts and Humanities, in order to maximise opportunities and increase life chances for students. 
 

Core principles throughout the academic curriculum are: 
 The curriculum offer is considered and evaluated regularly to best meet the needs of the students. This includes assessing the most appropriate qualifications available.
 There is a balance of core subjects (English, maths and science) versus other subjects with respect to time allocated to each. This balance is reviewed regularly.
 We are committed to a three year Key Stage 3 curriculum programme and a 2 year Key Stage 4 programme, following the national curriculum.
 Student feedback is encouraged and there are structured, formal and informal opportunities for students to discuss the curriculum and its enactment with the Head teacher and Senior Leadership Team.
 There is a recognised need for high quality Religious, Philosophical and Ethical education, and embedding British values. Therefore it is a key part of the curriculum offer.
 A Personal Health and Social Education programme allows for effective delivery of this element of the curriculum to meet students’ needs. This includes supporting students’ mental and emotional well-being and covering Sex and Relationship Education.
 A focused programme of literacy intervention runs alongside the academic curriculum for some students to help remove this barrier to learning.
 There are planned ‘English as an Additional Language’ lessons for students for whom English is not their first language, following assessment of need, to enable students to access the curriculum.
 Every opportunity is taken to develop cultural capital implicitly and explicitly. This includes a diverse range of extra-curricular and super-curricular activity, as well as our ‘Invested Curriculum’.
Our curriculum principles align with and both influence and draw support from the WeST curriculum principles which are:
Breadth of curriculum: students learning a broad range of subjects for as long as possible before specialising. All schools will follow a three-year Key Stage 3, with a 50-hour, two-week cycle because of the flexibility it offers. All WeST schools currently have this structure in place enabling greater curriculum collaboration. In addition to the core subjects we will provide all learners with access to four GCSE or equivalent choices at Key Stage 4, each of 5 hours a fortnight in Year 10 and in Year 11. Relevant non-examined opportunities and courses where this is felt to be more likely to lead to success for an individual will be provided for the relatively small number of learners for whom four academic qualifications may not be appropriate.

All learners must secure the basics: Mathematics and English should be prominent to support our structure. This allows all young people access to the wider curriculum and the opportunities presented both within school and for life after school, but not so dominant at the expense of other subjects. We recognise that for some learners, non-GCSE qualifications and awards may be appropriate steppingstones to success in Literacy and Numeracy.

Access to an academic curriculum for all: we want to maximise EBacc take-up at Key Stage 4 and will actively pursue this through a compulsory Humanities choice and a recommended Modern Foreign Language (MFL) choice for most. EBacc subjects need the time afforded at Key Stage 3 to provide a strong platform for success at Key Stage 4. We recognise that MFL is the biggest barrier to attaining the EBacc in our schools but recognise that ‘MFL for all’ is not an appropriate approach. However, all students who wish to continue studying a language to GCSE should be supported to do so.

Rich, carefully sequenced curriculum planning: we recognise the curriculum structure is a facilitator for high-quality curriculum planning by subject specialists. It also allows for curriculum alignment, common assessment, sharing of resources (including staffing), deep and rich subject-specific Continuing Professional Development (CPD), and a reduction in staff workload. We commit to sharing time, resources and expertise to collectively plan and deliver an exceptional curriculum in each subject area. All WeST leaders have an aspiration to maximise outcomes for all our young people, no matter their starting point, ability, or background. We share a firm belief that we are stronger together in our quest to fulfil this ambition and ensure that every child attends a great school.

Our curriculum continues to be timetabled on a model of 50 lessons across a fortnight, which is in line with the common curriculum structure approach across the WeST Trust. 
 
We aim: 
 To create a high quality curriculum, delivering in knowledge and skills, which enables all students to achieve and fulfil their potential, regardless of ability, social context, and ethnicity.  
 To meet the specific needs of our students, enabling them to be ready for the next stage of their lives; further education, employment, training and with respect to life skills in general.
 To invest in cultural capital and enrich students’ literacy so that they can compete on a level playing field with their peers when they leave.
 To provide a broad offer of subjects for all students, appropriate to individuals, including promoting the EBACC suite of subjects.
 To have high expectations for all students and high ambition for all.
 To deliver a complementary planned holistic curriculum, which enables learners to invest in the richness of their education as a whole and embrace wider opportunities.
· To ensure there is a high academic/vocational/technical ambition for all students, and as such we do not promote disadvantaged students or students with SEND a reduced curriculum.

A subject curriculum is not the whole subject domain (Kortez 2008). Its purpose is to give meaningful access to that domain – its field, its questions, its distinctive posers in describing, interpreting and questioning the world. 







Curriculum 2024-25:

Key Stage 4
This is an ambitious curriculum that meets the needs of the students at all levels. Please see the table below which explains their curriculum and how many lessons they have of each per fortnight. The open choice option includes food, computing, music, RE, art, photography, drama, graphics, ancient history, childcare, psychology, PE, RE, Spanish, 3D art & design, business, motor vehicle studies.

Y11 (2024) Cohort 126
17% (21) students will follow the EBACC route 
15% (19) students may access a highly personalised suite of subjects, appropriate to their needs.	Comment by Gallagher, Emma: Nathan/ Ian please can you update

 Y10 – (2023) – cohort 133 
20% (26) students will follow the EBACC route 
2% (3) students may access a highly personalised suite of subjects, appropriate to their needs.	Comment by Gallagher, Emma: Nathan/Ian can you update please

[image: ]
We continue to have the ambition to increase the Ebacc subscription to more than 50% and promote this through CIAG meetings with Y9 students reinforcing the opportunity that studying a language provides. 
Students have a free choice as to the Options that they wish to study, with the curriculum offer subsequently built to meet the needs and the profile of each individual Ks4 cohort This can mean that the qualification offer may have variations each year. 
Key Stage 3
This stage is designed to be the foundation for future study enabling students to immerse themselves in the powerful knowledge that they are entitled to forming the basis of their future studies.  
[image: ]

* Mu = Music, At = Art, CS = Computing, RS = Religious Studies, FH = Future Horizons, FR = Forensic Reading, DT = Design Technology, DR = Drama, GE = Geography, Hi = History.
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