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Work, Poverty and Welfare: The next area of society examined is the world of work, welfare and poverty. You will examine What  poverty means, what it actually 
looks like in society and how it can affect people. You will gain an insight into who is in poverty and why?
This Unit will then examine what welfare provision is available to those people in society who need it and whether it works or not.
Finally you will examine the world of work and it has changed in response to changing society. Why has it changed, and what effect have the changes had on 
Society and on people’s lives? You will be able to identify the connections between the education system and poverty and work, helping you to see the 
interconnectedness of the institutions in society

Go to  College 
Go to University

The Sociology Learning Journey 
For Y12- Y13 Students

Sociology is the study of the interactions between groups 
and individuals in society, and the institutions created to 
coordinate and define and, in some ways, control those 
interactions. Sociology seeks to understand the nature of 
those structures and interactions, and how they affect us 
and why they are shaped the way they are.

Alongside examining the education system you will be examining how 
and where Sociologists gain the information they analyse. You will 
gaining knowledge & understanding of Social Research methods used 
by Sociologists. You will also learn how to apply those research 
methods to specific issues, and be able to apply that knowledge to 
other areas of Sociology.

The final area of society you will examine is the concept of “Beliefs” in society. 
What types of Beliefs are there and why do people feel the need for a belief in 
society? You will be examining the similarities and differences between scientific 
beliefs, political beliefs, ideological beliefs and spiritual beliefs.
Different Sociologists have different interpretations as to the purpose of beliefs for 
people and society and whose interests the existence of beliefs serve. 

Apprenticeship/employment

We begin by examining the education system:  Exploring the 
purpose of education and various explanations. We explore 
various interpretations which try to explain how education 
affects people.  We then examine why different social groups 
do better or worse in education.
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After the end of Y12 mock exams you will begin examining another area of society which affects us all in some way. Crime and Deviance with 
Theory and Methods: You will begin by examining what crime and deviance is and various interpretations of those explanations, you will explore 
who commits them and why, and how Sociologists know answers to those questions, bringing in your already gained knowledge of Sociological 
research methods. You will examine a number of different views on why there is crime and deviance. You will develop the ability to analyse each
explanation and evaluate them and decide which one is most accurate. You will look at the way society has changed and how this has changed the 
nature of our understanding of what is and is not a crime. How concepts such as Globalisation has caused Sociologists to rethink the way they 
examine, not just crime and deviance, but the whole of society. How can crime and deviance be controlled? 

Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods: Alongside the Crime and 
Deviance unit you will be examining in detail the various Sociological 
approaches to understanding Society. How have Sociological Theories 
changed and why? Again you will be encouraged to not only know and 
understand them but also to be able to apply your knowledge to specific 
issues and also to evaluate the various theories.

Beliefs in Society: Which social groups are likely to have 
beliefs and why? This will involve researching different 
social and cultural groups to identify any differences in 
levels of belief. Do differing beliefs bring stability or change 
to society? This will involve examining different 
sociological views as to the purpose of having beliefs for 
the individual, for communities and for society as a whole. 
Do people believe less or are their beliefs merely 
changing? 
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A life time of 
never simply 

believing what 
people say 

Vision—to develop enquiring, 
analytical and evaluative thinkers with 
a healthy questioning approach to life.

Revision for final exams
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Assessment Objectives throughout the course:
• AO1 Knowledge and Understanding.
• AO2 Application of the knowledge and understanding to issues being 

examined
• AO3 Analysis & Evaluation of the knowledge you are gathering.
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