World of the Hero 40%
In this compulsory component
learners will study one of either
Homer’s Iliad or Odyssey, as well as
Virgil’s Aeneid. Learners will develop
an increasingly sophisticated level
of knowledge and understanding of
the epics themselves, the way in which
they were composed, and the
religious, cultural and social
values and beliefs of its society. Both
texts should be studied in equal levels
of depth and should require an
equal amount of teaching me.
The poems of Homer were considered
by the Greeks themselves to be a
foundation of Greek culture,
standing as they do at the beginning
of the Western literary canon. This
component provides learners with
the opportunity to appreciate the
lasting legacy of the Homeric world
and to explore its attitudes and
values. The epics of Homer, with their
heroes, gods and exiting narratives,
have been in continuous study since
their conception, and remain
popular with learners and teachers
today.
This component also provides
learners with the opportunity to
appreciate Virgil’s Aeneid, a
cornerstone and landmark in
Western literature. Drawing
inspiration from Homer, as well as
from his own cultural and political
context, Virgil explored what it was
to be a hero in the Roman world and
created a work which has proven
enduringly popular.

Invention of the Barbarian
30%
This component allows learners to
explore how the Greeks saw themselves as
distinct from their ‘barbarian’
neighbours. With issues of race and
stereotypes so prevalent in the modern
world, this component raises matters
which will resonate with learners and
encourage them to think about their
own society and beliefs.
The first topic introduces the learner to
the Greek world and asks how united the
Greeks were as a people. The second
explores the possible lack of cohesion of
the Greeks during the events of the
Persian Wars. Learners will then look
into how the image of the barbarian as
being distinct from, and inferior to, the
Greeks emerged and persisted.
In the innovative topic focusing on the
reality of Persian culture, learners
will analyse how far the Greek
stereotype of the Persians was based on
fact or prejudice. They will be
encouraged to ques on assumptions and
think critically about portrayals of
difference and identity.
Finally, learners will examine depic ons
of the Persians in the work of Herodotus
and Aeschylus, and the idea of
barbarians in Greek myth, including
why the Greeks were fascinated by
female barbarians in particular. This
close analysis of literary and artistic
sources gives learners the opportunity to
work with a variety of material,
creating an engaging course of study.

Politics of the Late Roman
Republic 30%
The Late Roman Republic was a period
of upheaval and conflicting views
on how the Roman state should func
on. These conflicts eventually led to
the downfall of the Republican res
publica (state) and the rise of the
Roman Emperors.
In this component learners will study
the political thought of the period from
Sulla’s retirement in 79 BC to the death
of Cicero in 43 BC, through examining
Marcus Porcius Cato (‘Cato the
Younger’), Gaius Julius Caesar, and
Marcus Tullius Cicero. The exploration
of the very different ideas of three
contemporary political figures brings
this tumultuous period to life

for learners and moves beyond
simply studying ideals and abstracts,
and into discussion of the practical
difficulties familiar to states
throughout history. By examining
their distinctive attitudes, political
beliefs, conduct, and impact,
learners will explore the ways in
which the later Republican res
publica (state) developed, changed,
and ultimately fell.
The final two topics are devoted to
an in depth study of two of Cicero’s
major works: his early speech
against Verres, and a selection of his
letters. Learners will study these
works in stylistic terms as well in
order to see Cicero’s ideas in ac on.

Key Questions in
Classics

OCR Classical
Civilisations

What does it mean to
be human, what does it
mean to be a Hero?

As and A Level

What is the
significance of Fate
and the extent of
Freewill
Choice, Freedom,
Consequences,
Responsibility
The Rights of Citizens &
the security of the
State
Who are we - Who are
the outsiders, who the
Barbarians…

The study of
Ancient and
classical Greece
and Rome
The Origins of
Western
Civilisation,
Culture &
Literature

Classical Civilisations is the
perfect complement to many
of the A levels offered at
SDCC and Atrium;
History
English Literature
Philosophy &Ethics
Psychology
Sociology
Maths
Economics
Theatre Studies
Art
Classical Civilisation allows
progression to a wide range
of University Courses - 70% of
previous students have go on
to study Classics or a related
course at University.
Classics
History
Classics and English
Archeology
Ancient History
Law
PPE
Liberal Arts

